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Vehicles Found But Couple Still Missing 
Suspect Still At Large 

 
Arizona Department of Public Safety (DPS) Detectives are investigating a shooting of a police 
officer that occurred in Quartzsite, Arizona in the early morning hours of May 17, 2007.  
Investigators have identified Gregory Allen Cole as a suspect who is now wanted for attempted 
murder of a police officer in connection with the shooting and who is also the suspect of two 
felony warrants that are unrelated to the shooting.  Investigators have also located the missing 
couple’s vehicles. 
 
The circumstances of the shooting are still being investigated, but DPS Detectives, following 
leads from local community members in Quartzsite, have identified Gregory Allen Cole as a 
suspect in the shooting of Quartzsite Officer James Kemp.  Cole had been previously known 
only by his street name, “Groundhog.”  Gregory Allen Cole (photograph attached) is identified 
as a white male, 6’3”, weighing approximately 275 pound with blue/green eyes.  Cole has a bald 
head and was last seen clean shaven. Gregory Allen Cole is at large and anyone with any 
information concerning him is urged to call DPS. 
 
The whereabouts of Kenneth W. Miller and Betty Lou Japel (photos attached) are still unknown.  
However, investigators have located the couple’s black and silver Dodge Ram pickup truck in 
Montana.  It is unknown how long the Dodge had been in Montana and how it got there.   
 
Investigators have also learned the motor home used in the shooting had a license plate on it that 
belonged to the couple, which was assigned to their Dodge Ram.  However, when investigators 
conducted a records check on the vehicle identification number (VIN) of the motor home used in 
the shooting, they learned the motor home was not registered to the couple, but rather owned by 
Gregory Allen Cole.  Furthermore, the couple’s motor home was recently located in Oregon. 
 
As of today, DPS Detectives have the motor home used in the shooting (owned by Gregory Cole 
but had the couple’s license plate on it), the couple’s motor home (located in Oregon), and the 
couple’s Dodge pickup truck (located in Montana).  What is of interest is that Cole’s motor home 
is very similar to the couples’.   
 
Detectives have also located two photographs (see attached) that confirm Cole spent time with 
Kenneth W. Miller and Betty Lou Japel.   
 



 
 
 
 
DPS, United States Marshals Office and Quartzsite Police Department have established a tip line 
and are urging anyone with information to call 1-877-WANTED (1-877-926-8332) or 9-1-1. 
 
The mission of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, one of the most dynamic state-level 
law enforcement agency in the United States, is to protect human life and property by enforcing 
state laws, deterring criminal activity, assuring the safety of the motoring public on Arizona’s 
highways and providing vital scientific, technical and operational support to other criminal 
justice agencies.  The Department, also one of Arizona’s largest law enforcement agencies with 
some 2,200 sworn and civilian employees, consists of four divisions – Highway Patrol, Criminal 
Investigations, Criminal Justice Support and Agency Support.  The Department is headquartered 
in Phoenix and has offices located in more than 80 communities within Arizona's 15 counties.  
 
 
 

***Suspect***  
Gregory Allen Cole  
6’3”, weighing approximately 275 pound  
with blue/green eyes.  
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***Missing***  
Miller, Kenneth William Age 73  
5’10” 190 pounds  
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***Missing***  
Japel, Betty Lou  
Age 69  
5’5” 140 pounds  
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